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Department of History and Political
Science

Mission Statement
The Department of History and Political Science (http://www.apu.edu/clas/historypolisci/) at Azusa Pacific University:

a. Offers undergraduate degree programs in political science, history, international relations, and social science, and a single subject waiver for a
teaching credential in social science.

b. Provides General Education courses in history and political science consistent with the outcomes of a liberal arts education.

c. Prepares students for graduate study, law school, and success in their chosen careers.

Department Overview
This department offers majors in history (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/history-ba/), international
relations (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/international-relations-ba/), political science (http://
catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/political-science-ba/), and social science (http://catalog.apu.edu/
academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/social-science-ba/), and minors in classics (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-
liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/classics-minor/), history (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-
science/history-minor/), international relations (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/international-
relations-minor/), political science (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/political-science-minor/),
and prelaw (http://catalog.apu.edu/academics/college-liberal-arts-sciences/history-political-science/prelaw-minor/). The department is also home to
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chapters of the national political science honor society, Pi Sigma Alpha; the national history honor society, Phi Alpha Theta; and the international legal
community honor society, Phi Delta Phi.

Many courses in the department emphasize the reading of classic texts or the study of primary sources. All courses offered in the department are within
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and are designed to contribute to a Christian liberal arts education.

The department’s programs strive to:

• Develop intellectual curiosity.

• Equip students with the abilities to write and speak well, think critically, and judge wisely.

• Enable students to distinguish justice from injustice.

• Teach students the legitimate purposes and necessary limits of political power.

• Provide students historical perspective for making judgments in the present.

• Instruct students in human possibilities and limits.

• Prepare students for careers calling for clear, cogent reasoning.

• Familiarize students with other cultures and times.

• Make available to students the knowledge that is needed by citizens and political leaders.

• Prepare students to teach various social science disciplines.

Students who want to earn up to 9 units in their major through the American Studies Program (https://www.cccuglobaled.org/asp/) in Washington, DC,
may do so by arrangement with the Department of History and Political Science.
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