
American Language and Culture Institute (ALCI) 1

American Language and Culture
Institute (ALCI)
The American Language and Culture Institute (http://www.apu.edu/international/alci/) (ALCI) offers intensive English as a Second Language (ESL)
courses and intercultural programs to non-native-English-speaking students, scholars, and professionals, enabling them to acquire the necessary
language, academic, and culture skills to meet the rigors of university life at Azusa Pacific. Students who have not met the English proficiency
requirement for university admission may complete ALCI’s program to enter their undergraduate or graduate program at APU.

To enter ALCI, students must meet one of the following testing requirements: Level 3 on the ALCI placement exam; iBT score of 46; or IELTS score of
5.0. Please note that once a student is accepted to ALCI, that student’s placement is determined by the ALCI placement exam.

ALCI has intermediate and advanced levels of study, taught in two 15-week semesters and a 10-week summer semester. Students applying to graduate
or professional programs must successfully complete Level 5, and students applying to undergraduate programs must successfully complete Level 4 (a
higher requirement may apply to some undergraduate, graduate, or professional programs; check with your admissions counselor). At ALCI, students
focus on the development and demonstration of competencies in academic research and writing, oral presentation, and listening and pronunciation
skills.

ALCI is a three-semester academic program. It is expected that ALCI students study every semester continuously until successful completion of the
program.

Placement Testing
Students may contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions (https://www.apu.edu/undergraduate-admissions/) or the Office of Graduate and
Professional Admissions (https://www.apu.edu/graduateprofessionalcenter/admissions/) to schedule an online or in-person ALCI placement test. Please
note that ALCI requires a 2.75 minimum GPA for admission.

Prior to (or upon) arrival at ALCI, English testing will determine the level of English placement at ALCI. Students who meet the English proficiency
requirement for their intended program through ALCI testing can proceed directly into the university at the next available starting date without studying
at ALCI (provided they have already been accepted to their intended program at the university). Students taking a leave of absence after placement in
ALCI must retest if absent more than six months.

Requirements
ALCI’s certificate program contains three levels of study taught in two 15-week semesters and one 10-week summer semester, with approximately
18 hours of class time weekly per level as listed below. Students who have been conditionally admitted to the undergraduate program must complete
Level 4 to meet the English proficiency requirement, whereas students conditionally admitted to a graduate program must complete Level 5 to meet
the English proficiency requirement. To complete Levels 3-4, students must pass all courses with an 80 percent (B-) or higher. To complete Level 5,
students must pass all courses with an 85 percent (B) or higher.

American Language and Culture Institute Courses
Code Title Units

Level 3 Intermediate High

ALCI 31 Academic Composition and Reading Skills 3 8

ALCI 32 Academic Skills for Intermediate Learners 1

ALCI 35 Intermediate Oral Communication 4

ALCI 37 Introduction to Christian Culture & Values - Intermediate 2

Level 4 Advanced Mid

ALCI 41 Academic Composition and Reading Skills 4 4

ALCI 43 Intermediate Pronunciation 4

ALCI 44 Intercultural Communication 2

ALCI 45 Grammar/Seminar Speaking 4 4

ALCI 46 Presentation Skills 3

ALCI 47 Biblical Foundations for ESL Learners 2

ALCI 48 Capstone Project 4

Level 5 Advanced High

ALCI 52 Observation Report 3
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ALCI 53 Advanced Pronunciation 2

ALCI 55 Grammar/Seminar Speaking 5 4

ALCI 56 Advanced Presentation and Seminar Skills 3

ALCI 58 Research Project 5

ALCI 61 Advanced Reading and Vocabulary Acquisition Strategies 3

ALCI 64 Personal Leadership Development 2

ALCI 65 Christianity and Contemporary Worldviews 3

ALCI 67 Critical Thinking and Analysis 3

ALCI 68 Advanced Research Project 1-3

Note: Chapel attendance is mandatory for all ALCI and undergraduate students on APU’s campus.


